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BYRD ANTARCTIC EXPOSITION

UNITED STATES 1934 NATIONAL PHILATELIC
EXHIBITION & THE “FARLEY IMPERFORATE”
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i Raskedllor Conter, New York, ¥. ¥,
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3ackground:

'he US National Stamp Exhibition of 1934 was held in New York’s RCA Building (Rockefeller Centre) over the

eriod 10 -18 February 1934. The Exhibition theme was the BYRD ANTARCTIC EXPOSITION, in support of
3yrd Antarctic Expedition Il (1933-1935), underway at the time.

olitics and Nationalism played a large part in the United States Government support of the Exhibition. President
‘D Roosevelt was an avid philatelist, providing the original design concept of the 1933 Byrd Perforate stamp;
3yrd was a national hero and known through his earlier Naval career, Polar and Aviation exploits; and more
mportantly the USA was needing to establish its’ place in the world, post the Great Depression.

*hilatelic Impact:

‘o compliment the Exhibition, the United States Post Office Department produced a special unperforated and un-
ummed pane (miniature sheet), comprising 6 stamps, featuring the design of the earlier 1933 Byrd Antarctic

xpedition I, 3 cent stamp. The pane became known as the ‘Farley Imperforate”, after US Postmaster-General
ames A. Farley.

Auch to the dissatisfaction or the US philatelic public, this issue was not to be released through US Post local
utlets. The initial release of the “Farley Imperforate” was limited to “attendees” at the Exhibition only, with a
ubsequent “public release”, post Exhibition, through the Washington Philatelic Agency on 19 February 1934. It

/as released a third time on 15 March 1935, on direction of Congress, who overrode Farley’s policy of restricted
nd multiple first days of issue per stamp, through limited outlets.

xhibit Plan:
his exhibit features
o Exhibition released “Farley Imperforate” Pane (the Stamp) and it creation; _
o Souvenir labels and a sample of special cachets created and used during the Exhibition:
e Special Exhibition Cancellers;
o The 2" release of the “Farley Imperforate” Pane and associated Antarctic use; ending with,
e The 3" release of the “Farley Imperforate” Pane.

ems that are scare, rare or requiring special attention are bordered in red.

lain Philatelic References:

nited States Postage Stamps of the Twentieth Century, Volume 4 Commemoratives; Max G. Johl, 7938
indquest.

rogram of the National Stamp Exhibition of 1934 (owned)
\ Philatelic Introduction to B.A.E. Il: Cancellation Types. Paul Skowron, WWW.southpole.com
mithsonian National Postal Museum

ntarctic Posts: Dr. J.H. Harvey Pirie, FRPSL; Harry Harvey Philatelic Studies 1882
yrd User Group




THE STAMP

eet composition: Printed by the plate method, a full sheet consisted of 150 stamps, composed of 25 panes
S stamps each. Separated by 16 mm gutters they were imperforate and un-gummed.

ates: Three plates were produced; Plate 21183 became
fective and was not completed; Plate 21187 was used by
stmaster Farley on the hand press on opening day of the
hibition and was believed to be destroyed along with all printed

mps from that plate. The production plate for all issued stamps
s Plate 21184.

- - o B 1
- , .
i

sue: The first day of issue was 10 Feb 1934, with “point of sale”
ing only the US National Stamp Exhibition and only as
lividual panes of six stamps. No “official” US Post first day
ver was issued. All mail processed was via a substation of the
w York Post Office housed at Exhibition, as such all “private”
t day of use covers originated from the Exhibition.

lantity issued: For the Exhibition, 32,456 full sheets were
nted, being 811,404 mini-panes of 6. A limited number of full

cets were given as gifts to Government Officials but not sold to brl el ot o i
> pUinC. i S . ) s

Plat 21. 164 Full Sﬁe t i;l:;Of - Smithsonian Co!lecr;n
lue Rationale: The standard US internal Letter Postal rate, set
1932, was US$0.03, so still current.

ades: Bright blue, or blue.
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NEW YORK, N.Y., FEBRUARY 10- 18,1934

NEW YORK, N.Y., FEBRUARY [0O- 18,1934
PLATE NUMBER 21184

PLATE NUMBER 21184

Blue Bright Blue

iblic release: The first non-exhibition public release was through the Philatelic Bureau, Washington, on 19
b 1934. A further 10,688 sheets of 25 panes each, fotalling 267,200 panes were released. By direction, there
s to be no “official” first day covers associated with this non-exhibition public release.



SOUVENIR LABELS AND SPECIAL CACHETS

Four special Cinderella “Vignette Souvenir Labels” were created by the New York American Newspaper (ma
sponsor), depicting the RCA Building (Rockefeller Centre) and provided only in the Exhibition Program.

Mint set “Vignette Souvenir Labels” (from the program held)

Fre
Hi;;- /( ﬁhot-u vh

)\!'e(o /‘Au:e;\ '@bm .
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Reverse: Uncommon use of .all four Vignette Souvenir Labels on cover (two tied)
Exhibition hand canceller Type | x 2; receiving canceller NASHUA NH FEB 12 1934; cancellers in purple
indicating registered mail

Front: Exhibition hand canceller Type | - dated FEB 10 11AM 1934



SOUVENIR LABELS AND SPECIAL CACHETS

A series of Exhibition “Special Day” rubber stamps were manufactured for use on covers during the exhibitio
Below are a sample of 6 of the 8 labels. Day 2, Feb 11 (Sunday), did not have a name or label; those n
displayed; Day 5, Feb14 International Day and Day 7 Feb16 Ben Franklin Day (in honour of USA’s first Po
Master).

NEW YORK.
OFFICIAL DAY Guido Trombetta
- O : 708 B, 214th St.
Fede T New York, N. Y.
OFFICIAL DAY - 10 FEB 1934
Hand canceller Type Il VAR 1 - FEB to right
o on e T = _‘::;'-_-f\
.bEFi AUTHORITY
Fir-1 Day Ceven R POTTNGRS
BYRD IMPERFORATE / TAMP BYRD ANTARCTIC

EXPEDITION IT

-----
________

LINCOLN DAY - 12 FEB 1934 — Hand canceller Type lil FEB central (Leo August Cover)
With 3¢ Lincoln reprint - Special in that 12 February was Lincoln’s birthday



SOUVENIR LABELS AND SPECIAL CACHETS
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ATE NUMBER 211
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CLUB DAY
FEB. 13th Q
nd

CLUB DAY - 13 FEB 1934 (Leo August Cover)
Cover not posted at Exhibition (Postmark Flushing NY)

Q}'
N / Q\
S

REISSUED IN IMPERFORATE SHEETS OF SIX IN HONOR MR. P. ]_':L_ leTﬁ
OF THE NATIONAL STAMP EXHIBITION, ROCKEFELLER 7030 E. Harvey Avenue
MERCHANTVILLE, N. J.

CENTER, NEW YORK CITY, FEB. 10-18, 1934

3

WOMAN'S DAY - 16 FEB 1934 (Anderson Cover)
Hand canceller Type lll VAR 1 - FEB to right



SOUVENIR LABELS AND SPECIAL CACHETS
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EDUCATIONAL DAY

FEB. 17th

(Philatelic) EDUCATION DAY 17 FEB 1934
Exhibition Machine Canceller
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BYRD DAY - 18 FEB 1934 - Final Day of Exhibition
Exhibition Machine Canceller




CANCELLERS

To facilitate the dispatch of mail by visitors to the Exhibition, a substation of the New York Post Office w
established at the Exhibition, where special cancelling was provided, by means of a single machine and/or origi
documented three hand cancellers. In 2022 a forth hand canceller was identified by the collector, a first.

Machine Generated The Machine Canceller was a circular date stamp, New York, date, time, year; with
integrated Box “NATIONAL STAMP EXHINTION STA” & with seven killers (horizontal cancellation lines).

UNI
JAMES A.FA

St New York

10 Feb 1934

“Anderson” cove

Postal Use
Mr.Peter Gouléd

115 Elm Street

e R Montelair ,N.J,
\Z= Y

REISSUED IN IMPERFORATE SHEETS OF SIX IN HONOR
OF THE NATIONAL STAMP EXHIBITION, ROCKEFELLER
CENTER, NEW YORK CITY, FEB. 10-18, 1934

UNL

JAMES a_ FA}

New York
10 Feb 1934

“National
Geographic”
(cameo) cover

Postal Use BYRD .IMPE,RFQRA'_TE Dr. R. A. Shafer
Issued in Conjunction with WINCHESTER
NATIONAL STAMP EXHIBITION Tarsinha
1_ February 10 - 18, 1934 Ve
3 NEW YORK CITY



CANCELLERS

Hand Cancellers: The Hand Cancellers were a circular date stamp, incorporating National Stamp Exhibition
New York, and a varying sequence of date, time, year, and with four killers of varying length and position.

Hand Type | - Short Killers
(First Sequence — Month, Day, & Time)

— — e e ——
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BYRD ANTARCTIC EXPEDITION II

REAR ADMIRAL R. E. BYRD
Commanding NEW YORK, N.Y., FEBRUARY 10-18, 1934
PLATE NUMBER 21184

Y JANeS J MAYBUUUL ilele
NATIONAL STAMP EXHIBITION N : g
-. . hool L.ne
Rockefeller Center, New York, N. (X' T i464 ot ?0 L
FEBRUARY 10 - 18, 1934 1 o i - S i Phniladelphia, rann,

*t*'k. o &

Hand canceller Type |, dated FEB 10 11 AM 1934 - Philatelic Use
First Day & Registered #281360 - “Farley Imperforate” pane “Loor - Antartica” Cover,

A Reverse (reduced Image)
11 ~Time- T
}ép%aze reversedy| o Cancellations in purple indicatin

registered mail

Type Il Short canceller x 2: rever:
day & time

FEB, 11 am, 10; 1934

Receiving canceller
PHILADELPHIA PA REGISTERE
Feb 11 1934 &

PHILADELPHIA (GEL MANTOW
STA) PAx 2, Feb 12 1934




CANCELLERS

Hand Type Il - Short Killers
(Alterative Sequence — Month, Time, & Day)

Registered lMail

UNDER AUTHORITY OF
JAMES A.FARLEY,POSTMASTER GENERAL

BYRD ANTARCTIC

Mr. K. Anschutz,
54 Austin St.,
Newark, N.J.

e
ez c;“:.:m@

¢/o Baker & (Co0., Inc.
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PRINTED BY THE TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
BUREAU OF ENGRAVING AND PRINTING
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NEW YORK, N.Y.,FE'.BF!UARY 10-18,1934
PLATE NUMBER 21184

Hand canceller Type I - dated FEB 11AM 10 1934 - Philatelic Use
First Day & Registered Cover #283873, “Farley Imperforate” pane

Type-I-Short---Time-
&-Date-reversed(

Type-l-Short---Time-

&-Date-reversedf|

Reverse (reduced Image)

Cancellations in purple indicating
registered mail

Type | Short canceller x 2: reverse
day & time FEB 10, 11 AM, 1934

Receiving canceller
NEWARK NY REGISTERED
Feb 11 1934




CANCELLERS

Hand Type lll - Long Killers Parallel
(First Sequence — Month, Day, & Time)

A number of variations to the Type |l canceller are reported; they include; position of the month FEB in relat
to the day below and damage to, or positioning of the long killers.

UNDER AUTHORITY OF

Type "l JAMES AL F_ARL.EY,POSTMASTER GENERAL
Variation 1
(MTH Left Right z
or Centredf Right) E
| § =
FEB Centred > %
nE

dated FEB 10

11 9
Al s Mr. F. C. Beavers l
Box 471
Philatelic Use LSS Ve
Y & N 8 5 N sy s J
-UNDER AUTHORITY OF
JAMES A. FARLEY.POSTMASTER GENERAL
BYRD ANTARCTIC BYRD ANTARCTIC | BYRD ANTARCIIG 1
National Stamp Exhibition g e [

R. C A. BUILDING + + + NEW YORK CITY
4 February 1o to 18, 1934 <

Imperforate sheets of Six Byrd Little America

Stamps, issued February 1o, 1934, in compli- 7‘&?

1z ment to National Stamp Exhibition :: :: / 6’9‘& EXA'/ /\
&4 FEBSS
4
-
F

RO o
11 AM =

- ﬁr YORK, %‘

IHL OL INAWITIdWOD NI

James J. Tobin
308 Watberry Roa
Rome 4 N Y.

be6| 40 NOILIGIHX3 dWVLS TIVNOILY N

PRINTED BY §

NEW YORK., N.Y., FEBRUARY |O- 18,1934
PLATE NUMBER 21184

Type Ill Variation 2 (right hand killer damage/curl ) - Feb right
Dated FEB 11 11AM 1934 — Philatelic use



CANCELLERS

Hand Type IV - Medium Killer (NEW DISCOVERY)

This canceller is a new international

discovery (by the collector) and has been
reported.

The canceller does not appear to be recorded in
US Post litterarure associated with the exibition,
nor any specialist references consulted, to date. '

Canceller Characteristics:

The canceller has first type sequence (Month, Day, & Time) and medium length parallell killers. The titile
Hand Type IV has be allocated by the collector to follow current namimg conventions.

;NDER AUTHORITY OF

JAMES A. FARLEY.POSTMASTER GENERAL

BYRD ANTARCIIC | TARCTIO | [ BYRD ANTARCTIC
EDITION If DITION II EXPEDITION 11
DTN

FIRST DAY ISSUE
OF

BYRD ANTARCTIC EXPOSITION

UNPERFORATED STAMP

Y DEPARTMENT,
ND PRINTING

1mdWwo2 NI

XiE dNVALS TIVNOILVY N
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NATIONAL S LR e
STAMD <y
EXHIRSTION \Jf?“‘“ >

ot e '
i AT Feents
B CREFELLZR CENTER  NEXY YORK e

’
i
A

4 }‘::.:v:'.—'— . B R\ L

CACHET SPONSORED BY NEW YORK. N.Y., FEBRt::»;R; 1|§A: 18,1934
5 . M B
REAR ADMIRAL RICHARD E. BYRD POST No. 17 PLATE NU

UNITED ANMERICAN WAR VETERANS

e
Hand cancaller Type IV (Medium Killer), dated FEB 11AM 10 1934
_“Farley Imperforate” pane - “Byrd 17” cover — Philatelic use



RELEASE #2 - “FARLEY IMPERFORATE”
WASHINGTON PHILATELIC BUREAU - 19 FEB 1934

Upon assuming his postal duties in 1933, as Postmaster
General, Farley had instituted a policy of having multiple
first days of issue per stamp, from limited access outlets,
and excluding elements of the general public from initial
access to new issue of stamps, thus enhancing demand.

During his tenure 75 different stamps were given this
treatment. The "Admiral Byrd" souvenir sheet was one
such issue and its "second" day of issue was on February
19, 1934 at the Philatelic Bureau in Washington, D.C. No
formal First Day of issue cover was to be produced,
however innovative philatelist's trumped the US Post by
Modifying NY Exhibition covers or creating their own.

As a result of the Exhibition restrictions, the issue of
restricted issuing finally came to a head and caused an
uproar, with the issue being raised before Congress, who
in turn determined this could no happen again, and
ordering all 75 stamps to be reissued.

Right: “Farley Imperforate” pane dated WASHINGTON
DC, FEB 19 1934 1130AM

UNDER AUTHORITY OF
JAMES A. FARLEY,POSTMASTER GENERAL

BYRD ANTARCTIC
EXPEDITIONII

PRINTED BY THE TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
BUREAU OF ENGRAVING AND PRINTING

NEW YORK, N.Y., FEBRUARY 10-18.1934
PLATE NUMBER 21184

FEGSI|I 40 NOILIGIHX3 dNVLS ITVNOILY N

IMPERFORATE

.~ LITTLE AMERICA STAMP |
- PRINTED IN HONOR OF )
! e
S’Y 4P p ,
A E { 10»,;]39 20
S %5 ~ 37
0 s [ Z
lﬂ"-:"’:’"‘ﬁ o
JUY, a
X z
5 ¥
vﬂlﬂ‘"E E
% _“__ | {9 34 o ul g
~4 | E ]
= % >0
~ FIRST DAY COVER 03
NEW YORK, FEBRUARY 10, F
WASHINGTON.FEBRUARY 19. & a
1 g 3 ‘4‘ i r, E
Mr.B.M.01live¥rd ©*

42 colle Rio de Janiero
Ruenos Aires, Argentine

UNDER AUTHORITY OF
JAMES A. FARLEY,POSTMASTER GENERAL

BYRD ANTARCTIC
EXPEDITION I
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Second “First Day of Issue”: Washington Philatelic Bureau “Farley Imperforate”
Dated WASHINGTON DC, FEB 19 1934 11AM — “Beverly Hills” Cover
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“FARLEY IMPERFORATE” ANTARCTIC USE

During the 1934/35 Antarctic winter Byrd’s support ship, Bear of Oakland, wintered over at Dunedin, during whi
time an estimated 62,000 items of additional “Second Cancellation Mail” were delivered for onward shipme
along with the 1935 relief team to Byrd's Antarctic base, Little America. As the Bear of Oakland sailed Dunec
02 January 1935 and the 3" version of the “Farley Imperforate” was not released in the USA until March 15 193
only the first two release versions of the “Farley Imperforate” made it to the Antarctic continent for postal use.

The postage rate to and from USA to Little America (Antarctica) & return was a single Byrd 3cent stamp (perfora
or imperforate) however a single transit fee of 50cents per cover was required to be paid to the Byrd Expediti
for return transit. All return mail was via special sealed bags, via Dunedin, Wellington, thence the Pacific route «
SS MARAPQOSA finally to San Francisco where it was processed

1935 US Post Office at Byrd’'s Antarctic Base¢
Little America.

US Postal Inspector/cancelling expert “travelli
technician” Mr Charles F Anderson (left) at t
cancellation machine. Replacement Postmast:
for Mr. Leroy Clarke.

Anderson, here accompanied by Harold June
the expedition’s Aviation Department (righ
They cancelled mail from January 19 to Februz
4, 1935

~ % UNDER AUTHORITY OF
JAMES A. FARLEY,.POSTMASTER GEMNMERAL

BYRD ANTARCTIC
EXPEDITION T

it

> RY DEPARTMENT,

BYRD ANTARCTIC EXPEDITION JITE Agzy
LITILE AWERICA, ANTARCTICAZS ™ a0y

AHL OL INIWITTdWOP

SECOND CANCELLA SN “go é
MAIL. “I:_ﬁ»
¥ 12-M > of
drev\
Joseph W.Jones, T

101 Pennsylvania Ave.
Bristol,Tennessee. @@ @@ “ mi

NEW YORK, N.Y., FEBRUARY 10- 18,1934
PLATE NUMBER 21184

Little America Jan 30 1935 - “Farley Imperforate” pane & 4c George Washington reprint
Double cancellation: Hand cancel Type Il “Droopy Killers” & Machine cancel Long Type V
Second Cancellation Mail Penguin Cachet Type V — 1934



“FARLEY IMPERFORATE” - ANTARCTIC USE

UNDER AUTHORITY OF
JAMES A_.FARLEY,POSTMASTER GENERAL

K.Heide
210 Riverside Dr.

AT STt ;
Nelevue i > G

NEW YORK, N.Y., FEBRUARY 10-18, 1934
PLATE NUMBER 21184
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PRINTED BY THE}
BUREAU OF EN

Little America Jan 30 1935 - Anderson Hand cancel Type |l Variation (botfom Killer to left)
Penguin Cachet Type 1 (on reverse) - 1934 “Farley Imperforate” pane — Philatelic use

NEW YORK
PL

Dr. E.C.Kleiderer

Lilly Research Laboratories

Indianapolis Indiana

Little America Jan 30 1935 Anderson Machine cancel Long Type VI (spaced variety)
Penguin Cachet Type V (on reverse)
Mixed Stamps (unusal): single 1933 Byrd perforate stamp & 1934 Farley Imperforate (single) — Philatelic use



RELEASE #3 - “FARLEY IMPERFORATE”
WASHINGTON PHILATELIC BUREAU - MARCH 15, 1935, "FARLEY'S FOLLIES" REPRINT

On March 15, 1935, the group of previously dual issued stamps, generally referred to as "Farley's Follies" (afte
the Postmaster General) were reissued at the Philatelic Bureau in Washington, D.C. The souvenir sheet reissu
was again sold imperforate and un-gummed, but also to collector’s surprise, in full sheets and groups of pane
The full sheets made it possible for collectors to create the souvenir panes in multiple joined miniature sheets; 1
obtain pairs of stamps with either horizontal or vertical gutters between; as well as blocks of 4 showing both th
horizontal and vertical gutter separating the four stamps.
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RELEASE #3 - “FARLEY IMPERFORATE”
WASHINGTON PHILATELIC BUREAU - MARCH 15, 1935, "FARLEY'S FOLLIES" REPRINT

OF UNI
FTER GENERAL JAMES A.FA - Release 3 Reprin
_ | BYRD ANTARCTIC BYRD ANTARCTIC
47N EXPEDITION II EXPEDITION II
{ vy ) | - w{, :‘ - q;f . :
- S 2ot 2 First Day of Issue
i X Pz 0o . pr——
- 3 N I Lra -
* * *{‘f:ﬁ.’ ,.\‘.‘l “{D'/." ““““““ * , ' *‘? ‘.";_ e S8k ;y 4 WaShlngton
= T 5—__% AN\ 2 -
o« =
et Qo e Horgotien W il Q
From April 19, 1933 to Oct. 15, 1934 inclusive, the UL pz e
following U.S. Commemorative stamps were issued by the ms <> . i
Post Office Dept., 3¢ Proclamation of Peace, 1¢ and 3¢ i , Farley
%Tg%lr.}ry of'Prols;ref_s. f&L%ﬂ& Arr;l-.:rl-:'ical.t 3¢ Mothers dD?%r. g 5
K sconsin, 0 ational Parks series an 3 '
Special Delivery Aurmall. =~ X % f // ‘ 1 Poef . Imperforate”, twc
er a period of time, unfinished souvenir sheets o ) « e,
these stamps were discovered being placed on sale to bring ! NS f . pa rt pane centre

fabulous prices. .

Stamp collectors rapidly protested this procedure / /72 - -

of releasing such stamps to selected individua.ls,p different M 1z, GF O‘ _7 Facr @W horlzonta‘ QUtter

from those sold in the regular manner. AT T bIOCk
This first day cover represents the re-issue of the above /

mentioned, placed on sale to meet the criticism >

following the appearance of the presentatien sheets. % @ é

g — 2 ———— % g . e |

Washington, B.C., Much 15, 1935 U Philatelic Use

Scare Untrimmed Sheet

In relation to the plates: “ the layout was entered on a chromium steel plate which was in turn was chromi,
plated and the letters "F C S" (in capitals with the "F" half the height of the "C S”) were entered at the

of the plate about 1/2 of an inch above the centre of the second pane. .Due to the distance from the panes, the
marks were cut off in trimming the sheets into single panes. A very small number of “Release 3” sheets miss

the trimming process. .
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JUN 11, 1935 (on W«w&, Do
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